
From OUR Pastor 
 

Dear Friends, 

As we journey on the road through Lent on our way to Easter, many heartwarming stories of 

Easter joy fill my heart. I vividly remember a tornado which struck the Goshen UMC in 

Alabama. Here is an excerpt of what happened: 

During morning Worship on Palm Sunday 1994, a tornado struck the Goshen United 

Methodist Church in Piedmont, Alabama. It happened during a dramatic presentation. The 

electricity failed, and the congregation was trying to get along without its sound system. A 

window broke, people screamed, and the building exploded, injuring scores of members and 

killing twenty people. Among the fatalities was Hannah Clem, the four-year-old daughter of 

Pastor Kelly Clem. 

The night after the tragedy, Kelly was trying to sleep, tossing and turning through the pain of 

her own injuries. An unusual dream came to her. She saw herself trying to lift bricks and toss 

them aside, clearing away rubble, trying to rescue the victims. She kept doing the same thing 

over and over. Everything was gray and dull. But as her dream progressed, she stepped back 

from the scene and saw, right in the spot where Hannah had been buried in rubble, children 

dressed in beautiful, bright colors. They seemed oblivious to onlookers and were playing and 

laughing with each other. They were standing on the grass of the greenest green. When Kelly 

awoke, a peace settled over her and strengthened her for the funerals ahead. 

The next day, a reporter asked Kelly if the disaster had shattered her faith. “It hasn’t 

shattered my faith,” she replied. “I’m holding on to my faith. It’s holding me. All of the 

people of Goshen are holding on to each other, along with the hope they will be able to 

rebuild. Easter is coming.” 

I remember watching the evening news on Easter Sunday where they showed the Goshen 

Church worshipping outside, with Pastor Kelly Clem leading the congregation in singing 

“We Are Standing On Holy Ground.” Tears welled up in my eyes as I watched the deep 

Easter faith and love being shared by the Pastor and her congregation. 

As we prepare for the grand celebration of Easter, may we all lift our hearts to God for the 

amazing gift of Resurrection ...Looking forward to seeing you all in Worship throughout this 

very special time of year. 

In Resurrection Faith, 

Pastor Bill 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

GOFERS 

Our Gofers will begin meeting again on 

Wednesday, March 21st at 1:00 in the 

Davidson Room. Our guest speaker will 

be Singing Angels. We will meet again in 

April on Wednesday, 18th at 1:00 pm. 

Guest speaker is still to be determined. 

We hope you will join us for good 

company, great guest speakers, and a 

delicious lunch. Call the church office at 

856-939-1007 for more information or to 

RSVP.  

 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Our upcoming UMW meetings are scheduled for March 13th at 7:30 pm. Guest Speaker will 

be Emma Finn of Yellow House Herbs. She will be teaching us how to make a simple herbal 

remedy we can all use! On April 10th, we will also be meeting at 7:30 pm to prepare party 

favors for our annual Mother/Daughter Banquet which will be held on May 11th this year, so 

save the date!  

 

 

HARVEST FESTIVAL PLANNING 

Save the date! Our 4th Annual Harvest festival will be held on Saturday, October 27, 2018. 

This festival allows us to reach out to the community and let them know about our programs 

and mission work. We depend on you to make it a success! We are asking all members to 

please prayerfully consider volunteering to make this year’s festival a great one. We will keep 

you informed of further details as they are decided. Please contact Laurie Latherow, Cheryl 

Stieg, or the Church Office for more information. 


